BEFORE THE FLORI DA JUDI Cl AL QUALI FI CATI ONS COWM SSI ON
STATE OF FLORI DA

CASE NO. :

| NQUI RY CONCERNI NG A JUDGE
NO. 04-455, JUDGE JOHN R SLOCP
/

NOTI CE OF FORVAL CHARGES

TO The Honorable John R Sl oop

County Court Judge

Sem nol e County Courthouse

301 N. Park Avenue

Sanford, Florida 32771-1292
and

P. 0. Box 1825

Sanford, Florida 32772-1825

YOU ARE HEREBY NOTI FI ED THAT the Investigative Panel of the
Fl orida Judicial Qualifications Conm ssion, by a vote of not |ess
than two-thirds of those nenbers present at its neeting held in
Tanpa, Florida on March 11, 2005, pursuant to Rule 6(f), Florida
Judi cial Qualifications Conm ssion Rules (“FJQCR’), as revised, and
Article V, Section 12(b) of the Florida Constitution, that probable
cause exists for formal proceedings to be instituted agai nst you on
the foll owi ng charges:

1. On or about Decenber 3, 2004, you issued arrest warrants
for approximately 11 traffic defendants who had not answered your
docket <call, but who were in fact, properly in an adjoining

courtroom pursuant to their sunmmonses or the direction of the

judicial deputy sheriffs or bailiffs. You were informed of the



circunstances, but nevertheless proceeded to have the arrest
warrants carried out, and these defendants arrested, and you
initially declined to release them As a result, these traffic
defendants remained in jail until their release was ordered by
anot her judge. You then revisited your arrest warrants.

2. These instances are representative of your recurring
pattern and practice of pronptly signing arrest warrants when a
Def endant does not answer the docket call, resulting in persons
bei ng wongfully incarcerated.

3. In the cases of State v. Ranps, (Case No.: 04-002343- CFA)

and State v. Jones, (Case No.: 04-8383-MVA), you declined to

rel ease a defendant pursuant to the clear mandate of Fl orida Rul es
of Crimnal Procedure 3.134, thereby requiring the defendant’s
rel ease pursuant to a wit of habeas corpus.

The acts descri bed above, if they occurred as all eged, were in
viol ation of Canons 1, 2A, and 3(B)(2) and (8) which are applicable
to you as a judge.

These acts, if they occurred as alleged, would inpair the
confidence of the citizens of this state in the integrity of the
judicial system and in you as a judge, would constitute conduct
unbecom ng of a nenber of the judiciary, would denonstrate your
present unfitness to hold the office of judge, and woul d warrant
di scipline, including, but not limted to remand, fine, suspension

with or without pay, and/or your renoval fromoffice.



Pl ease take notice, in accordance with the FJQC Rules, as
revised, that you have twenty (20) days follow ng service of this
notice to file a witten answer to these charges. The original of
your response and all subsequent pleadings nust be filed with the
Clerk of the Florida Suprenme Court, in accordance with the Court’s
requi renents, you nust sinultaneously file a DOS formatted three
and one-half (3%) diskette in WrdPerfect 5.1 (or higher) format.
Copi es of your response shoul d be served on t he undersi gned Speci al
Counsel and all persons (other than your counsel) listed in the
certificate of service bel ow

Dated this day of March, 2005.

By:

Lauri Wl dman Ross, Esq.

Fl orida Bar No. 311200

LAURT WALDMAN Ross, P. A.

Two Datran Center, Suite 1612
9130 Sout h Dadel and Bl vd.
Mam, Florida 33156-7818
(305) 670-8010 (phone)

(305) 670-2305 (fax)

Special Counsel for the Florida
Judicial Qualifications Conm ssion

-and-

Thomas C. MacDonal d, Jr., Esq.
Fl ori da Bar No.: 049318

1904 Hol ly Lane

Tanpa, Florida 333629

(813) 254-9871 (phone)

(813) 258-6265 (fax)

Ceneral Counsel for the Florida
Judicial Qualifications Conm ssion



CERTI FI CATE OF SERVI CE

| HEREBY CERTI FY that a true and correct copy of the foregoing
Noti ce of Formal Proceedi ngs has been furnished by certified mail,
return receipt requested this day of April, 2005 to:

The Honorabl e John R Sl oop
County Court Judge

Sem nol e County Courthouse
301 N. Park Avenue

Sanford, Florida 32771-1292

The Honorabl e John R Sl oop
County Court Judge

Sem nol e County Courthouse
P. 0. Box 1825

Sanford, Florida 32772-1825

Marc L. Lubet, Esq.

Law O fices of Marc L. Lubet, P.A
209 Ri dgewood

Ol ando, FL 32801

(407) 841-9336 phone

(407) 872-1874 fax

LAURI WALDMAN RGSS, ESQ



